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Returning Our Gifts 

When the offering is 
brought to the altar, you 
hear the pastors proclaim 
our thanks to God for   
blessing us. 

Our gifts are presented to 
fulfill our mission to change 
lives around the world for 
Jesus. 

I Stewardship News and Views 
 

      n this issue of Bountiful Blessings, the focus is on 

“Gifts” – understanding that our generosity, whether it be 
with time, talent or treasure, is first made possible because 
of God’s generosity!  

Our Mission      
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for  
the transformation of the world.”   In 

your thinking, or saying, or doing, ask yourself 
‘how is it helping accomplish our mission?’   

Pastor Bert Cloud presenting an offering. 

Joyful Giving 
In many parts of the world, the call 
to the offering results in clapping, 
dancing, and a joyous response to 
God.   

 

Let’s try some joyous giving at 
Warwick Memorial, remembering 
that our gifts are an expression of 
gratitude to God for all he is and 
does!  We are so blessed – we who 
are blessed should be a blessing to 
others!  

Warwick Memorial United Methodist Church 
38 Hoopes Road 

Newport News, VA  23602 
(757) 877-2270 

www.WMUMC.org 
warwick.memorial@wmumc.org 

Faithful in All Seasons 
Presenting your gifts in the fall, winter, 
spring and summer is important to carry 
on the work of our church every week 
and month of the year without            
interruption.  At WMUMC people’s lives 
are changed daily and there are needs 
to be met even when some supporters 
are on vacation.  WMUMC is grateful for 
all who are faithful in their effort of   

support to 
the church’s 
ministries 
throughout 
the year.   

"As a mom, sometimes there's  
nothing better than taking time to 
make a truly home-cooked meal for 
my kids.  Their "this is great"      
comments bring joy. Giving in      
joyous love to our amazing God is 
no different, really. God rejoices as 
we make intentional efforts to be a 
part of his greatness."   

                         Rev. Gina Anderson-Cloud 



 

“Gain all you can,  

                     Save all you can,  

                                        Give all you can” –                 

                                                            John Wesley 

This famous John Wesley quote is not all there is to 
his advice to believers.  He explained that ‘gaining’ 
money was not to be at the expense of one’s honesty 
or health, but fitting to a life dedicated to God.  We 
are to remember with ‘saving’ is not to hoard money, 
but to have enough for your own needs and others.  
In ‘giving’ all we can, we need to reflect God’s        
generosity and manage our assets to be able to use it 
for God’s purposes.  

 “The point is to play our role in distributing God’s  
resources equitably, not denying our own needs, but 
seeing the needs of others as legitimate as our 
own.”   (Sarah Lancaster, A Year with John Wesley 
and Our Methodist Values) 

 

Generosity prayer - 
Lord, open our eyes to see how generous you 
have been to us. In response, help us become  
people who receive from your abundance and go 
forth in this broken and hurting world as generous 
sharers. May this Biblical thinking take root and 
bear fruit to help transform us all.  
    Larry R. Evans 

Making A Difference 

 

Combining our gifts makes it possible to support missions 
that reach around the world with the food packaged at a 
Stop Hunger Now event, with medical healing of the      
impoverished in remove villages in Honduras by our     
Medical Mission Team participants, and, repairing homes 
in the Beverly, Kentucky area by our group of 31 traveling 
their this summer.  Locally, Warwick Memorial’s funding 
and dedicated volunteers reach out to those in need of 
food, housing assistance, acceptance and love.  Our      
children and youth programs offer study, fellowship, and 
mission so that life-long habits of faithfulness are           
developed.  Our vision to Love, Learn, Grow and Serve 
through Christ can be realized through our dedication,  
discipline and commitment – with God’s help!  

 A Church member said . . . “I show my    
thanksgiving for the gift of life with  
“thanks-giving.” By setting aside a significant 
portion of what is given to me for God’s work 
through the church, others may come to know 
that life is a gift and they might know God!” 

In both the Old and New Testaments, the faithful are 
encouraged to share abundantly in good works and for 
God’s purposes. Whether with a widow’s mite or King 
Solomon’s treasure, children of God have seen the need 
to make sacrificial offerings, joyfully considering it a 
privilege and part of being in God's family.  

As soon as the word spread the people of Israel gave 

in abundance the first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, 
and of all the produce of the fields; and they brought 
in abundantly the tithe of everything. 2 Chronicles 31:5 
(NRSV)  

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you 
have made up your mind, not  
reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.      
2 Cor 9:6-7 (NRSV) 

Want to Start Giving Regularly on A 
Planned Basis?  Then Give This a Try . . .  

 

Start with an amount you think is manageable.  No amount 
is too small! What’s important in this step is to learn to   
discipline yourself to give regularly. Make giving to God the 
first thing you do (what the Bible calls “first fruits”). Don’t 
wait to see what you have left over at the end of the month 
before you give, or the only thing you’ll have to give to God 
is “leftovers.” God does not give us “leftovers.”  Following 
God’s example is always the best way.  Making a pledge is 
an important commitment tool.  Deciding on pledge goals 
for your gifts to church ministries or the building fund is an 
opportunity to follow your heart and give back part of what 
God has provided.  Pledge cards are  available in the Church 
Office and available on our website at www.wmuc.org. 


